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| Abstract

The 2015 Disaster Management White Paper, composed of seven chapters, is aimed
at reviewing the government’s efforts and achievements in 2014 in four areas — mitigation,
preparedness, response and recovery. Additionally, policy implementations, budget allocations
and new topics are summarized in the individual chapters.

In 2014, major natural disasters and public safety incidents included Typhoon Matmo,
Typhoon Fung-wong, chemical material explosions in Kaohsiung City, the crash of a TransAsia
Airways flight, and the wreck of the RV Ocean Researcher 5. This volume briefly describes
responses and operations concerning the aforementioned events. All actions carried out
by government were to meet the top priority of lowering casualties and minimizing losses.
Collaboration among government agencies and making improvements based on experience

were two essential elements in reaching these goals.

The recent improvements in the disaster management framework made in Taiwan
include: assigning a Minister without Portfolio as Deputy Director of the Central Disaster
Prevention and Response Council, who is responsible for coordination and supervision at
the central government level; creating the position of Deputy Commander of the Central
Emergency Operating Center (CEOC) to improve emergency response, especially ensuring a
quick, effective reaction; and improving cooperation between central and local governments
by appointing liaison officers and setting up an emergency command post.

Learning from the massive gas explosions in Kaohsiung, and based on the Disaster
Prevention and Protection Act, the central government is holding a series of policy reviews
to help it better manage industrial pipelines, while the Ministry of Economic Affairs has been
charged with developing enhanced countermeasures which take into consideration propene
and flammable materials transported by pipelines or pressurized containers. The Factory
Management Act and the Regulations for Factories to Report Dangerous Goods describe
the relevant administration in detail. In addition, the government has updated the Basic
Plan of Disaster Management in regard to nuclear accidents as well as standard operating
procedures for coping with the cascading impacts of a compound disaster. Meanwhile, the
Comprehensive Management Plan of River Basin has been implemented systematically, and
progress has been made toward legislation concerning seashore management.



In summary of contributions made by different sectors, regarding preparedness, training

and drills, the Ministry of National Defense deployed troops, personnel and equipment
in support of emergency operations; tsunami warning sirens were tested on the National
Day of Disaster Prevention; and the ROC Red Cross Society operated warehouses which
store emergency relief materials. About improvements in typhoon emergency response,
an integrated operating framework combines information on meteorological, hydrological
and geological threats to manage early warning and emergency countermeasures. Central
government agencies have also developed revised SOPs to increase the efficiency and
effectiveness of the Central Emergency Operation Center.

As regards budget allocation in 2015, ministries and agencies under the Executive Yuan
totally allocated NT$23.6 billion, or 1.20 percent of the fiscal year 2015 budget, for disaster
management. At the local government level, the amount put into the Disaster Preparation
Fund had reached NT$9.7 billion. Meanwhile, the central government also remitted a portion
of tax revenues, about NT$4.6 billion in 2014, to local governments for use in disaster relief
operations.

Additionally, the White Paper provides brief descriptions about policies proposed by
individual agencies. Policy suggestions contributed by the Disaster Prevention and Protection
Expert Consultation Committee of the Executive Yuan are the momentum driving the disaster
management agenda forward. These are short-, medium-, and long-term policies that are
based on practical needs. Strategic goals include: reviewing operational standards for aircraft
takeoff and landing under severe weather; developing a framework to supervise industrial
pipelines; introducing training and drills on emergency operations and pollution incidents at
seaports; improving the decision-making process of the CEOC during typhoons and flooding;
developing the Emergency Management Information Cloud (EMIC) to integrate information;
conducting investigations on communicable diseases and identifying their relationship
with climate change; evaluating and retrofitting existing structures; designing a warning
mechanism for areas with the potential for large-scale landslides; and improving crowd
security at major events.

This volume summarizes the achievements of policy implementation and the direction
of administration in 2014 as a reference for future endeavors.
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