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Situated in a region with high disaster risk, Taiwan is one of the most vulnerable

countries in the world. The whole society should take account of global environmental
change leading to increase in frequency and magnitude of disaster. Therefore, Taiwan has to
directly face challenges brought by extreme weather events, cascading impacts of compound
disasters, typhoons, floods, droughts, debris flows, landslides and earthquakes. Besides
natural hazards, adverse impacts to people’s lives and property losses could be triggered by
biological disasters such like Avian Influenza, Dengue Fever, MERS-CoV and Zika; or human-
made accidents such as plane crashes, explosions and traffic accidents. In order to highlight
fundamental directions and plans of disaster management at national level, strategy of
homeland preservation, mechanism of disaster management, budget allocations for disaster
management and flood control, and amendments of relevant laws and regulations, the serial
publications of the Disaster Management White Paper should be compiled as guidelines for
reducing possible casualties and damages.

The 2016 Disaster Management White Paper is composed of five chapters aiming at
illustrating active responses to implementations of the Basic Plan of Disaster Management.
Hence, the Chapter One of the 2016 vision is adjusted to elaborate progresses and
implementations of the Basic Plan of Disaster Management through inventory evaluations on

“the Five Basic Principles” and “the Eighteen Strategic Goals.”

Chapter Two briefs and illustrates operations for, responses to and reviews on ever-
happened emergencies, including the plane-crash in Taipei City, drought, the colored-dust
combustion in the Formosa Water Park, Typhoon Soudelor, Typhoon Dujuan, the outbreak of
Dengue Fever in southern Taiwan and the pandemic of avian influenza in poultry farms.

To collect focal issues and essential achievements in mitigation, preparedness, response
and recovery at both central and local government, the Chapter Three depicts “focal
issues and essential achievements of disaster management.” The major contents contain
amendments of mechanism and regulations, progresses of mid-term and long-term plans,
innovation and application of science and technology, emergency preparedness, capacity
building, drills on emergency response, future improvements, post-disaster recovery and
reconstructions, and international collaboration on disaster risk reduction.



Within the Chapter Four, it briefly describes budget allocations on disaster management
for both 2015 and 2016. In total, for 2016, NTD 41 billion, 2.07 % of the central fiscal budget,
including regular and special expenditures, has been assigned to respective ministries for
disaster management or constructions of preventive facilities. In addition, the amount of
the reserved funds for disaster preparation at local governments is NTD 9.9 billion in 2016.
The number of the Distribution for Centrally-Allotted Tax Revenues for payments to local
governments was NTD 4.7 billion in 2015.

The Chapter Five introduces policies proposed by the Central Regulating Authorities
of Disaster Prevention and Protection, which are designed for future promotion and
administration at short-, mid- and long- term priorities. These policies broadly cover eight
topics related to: scenario-based seismic risk reduction under a large-scale earthquake; open
data and improvements on soil liquefaction; policy and safety management for mass-crowd
activities; enhancement on emergency medical system and its operation; preventive measures
on mosquito-borne infectious epidemics; promotion follow-ups of disaster risk reduction
after launching the National Land Use Planning Act; actions to climate change and the Paris
Agreement; and responses to the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.

The 2016 Disaster Management White Paper briefly summarizes joint efforts and focal
issues which are cores of governmental administration at all levels. With this publication,
it could provide guidelines and references to advance disaster management, enhance
operational efficiency, and improve systemic mechanism. All the actions and endeavors could
hopefully minimize disaster risks and build protection shield to citizens’ lives and properties.

Note: Due to limited printed-out space to accommodate the up-to-date statistics of annual disaster events,
please download the PDF format of relevant documents through the following web-link.

http://www.cdprc.ey.gov.tw
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